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On 21 October 2010 at 11 a.m., one of the more interesting art projects of the year was presented in the Trubar's House of Literature in Ljubljana. 

The LABYRINTH OF ART is a special park connecting green city areas with the tradition of building labyrinths, artistic creativity and reading of books. It is being produced by the Exodos Institute Ljubljana, under the auspices of the municipality of Ljubljana in the framework of Ljubljana – World Book Capital, and with support of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia and the European Culture Programme. It grows at the edge of the city, in the Fužine neighbourhood, at the crossroads of the most densely inhabited part of this city, the Museum of Architecture and Design, and the Ljubljana Psychiatric Clinic. 

The planting of trees will take place at the beginning of December 2010, and the grand opening of the park will be held in April 2011.

Bulgarian artist and the conceiver of the LABYRINTH OF ART, Venelin Shurelov, joined in the talk at today's meeting via videoconference. He told us that he looked back to the tradition of building labyrinths some 4000 years ago. The earliest labyrinths were unidirectional (one path leading from the entrance to the centre). The main point was walking itself: the walker was coming to the essence, to herself or himself. Venelin said that with the labyrinth, he has faced the challenge of not being able to control his own creation in the long term, for it will be co-created and alternated by nature. 

The path to the centre of the LABYRINTH OF ART will wind between 287 evergreen trees, Canadian Hemlocks (Tsuga canadensis from the family of Pinaceae), which have a bountiful pyramidal crowns. The walking itself and the coming to the essence, or to oneself, will be supplemented by the book as one of the main ways of disseminating knowledge and ideas among people. In the centre of the labyrinth will be placed a "reading island" with a changing range of books, which will also be co-created by the visitors themselves. 

The press conference was also attended by Mr. Uroš Grilc, Head of the Department of Culture of the Municipality of Ljubljana, and Mr. Tadej Štular, representative of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Slovenia. These two institutions have been supporting the project – bound to outlive many generations – from the very beginning, which was also evident during the process of acquiring the adequate plot of land and official permissions. 

Nataša Zavolovšek, Director of the Exodos Institute, presented in more detail the landscape planning elaborated by Bruto Landscape Architecture and Design, and the corporate image by Bons graphic design studio.

The LABYRINTH OF ART is being acknowledged as a socially and culturally sustainable project by an increasing number of business companies, cultural institutions and individuals buying a tree and thus becoming its custodian, including: Bons; British Council; Dom omladine Cultural Centre Belgrade; Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands; Festival Ljubljana; Fini oglasi; Gorenjska banka; Intercult Sweden; Mladina; Mugo; Najdi.si; NLB; Radio Student; Si.mobil; Studio 12; Vibacom; XLAB; Zabec.net.

More information

i: www.labirint-umetnosti.si 

e: katja.pr@labirint-umetnosti.si
m: 041 820 944, Katja Verderber 
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